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Syria and Palestine Is approximately three and a quarter
millions; of these about one million nine hundred thousand
are Moslems. The present chapter deals with the practice
of the Orthodox, or Sunnis, leaving the presentation of the
Shi'ah variations for the sixth chapter.
I.   confession of the ckeed
The world of Islam is supported by five pillars of practical
religion: Witness to the creed, prayer, fasting, alms, and
pilgrimage.1 The practice of these ordinances is enjoined
by the Koran, which, however, does not lay down the
method of observance with the detail characterizing the
later development of the ritual. No stream can rise higher
than its source. It is equally true that every stream falls
below the level of its source. All large streams, moreover,
are joined by confluent streams, by other waters that give
a new color, a new quality to the parent stream. Islam as
practised to-day is based, as we have seen, not only on the
Koran, but also on the traditions of Mohammed, both
interpreted by the decisions of the learned.2 These tribu-
taries have not only enormously increased the volume of
the waters, but have affected their nature. In gazing at
the turbid stream of Islam to-day, we must not forget the
freshness and sparkle of the fountain that burst from the
deserts of Arabia in the seventh century. A few prelim-
inary words, then, concerning the Koran, which is for all
Moslems, at least in theory, their final source of authority
will be in place.3
1	This is the list of the Sunnis.   That of the Shi'ahs omits the first
item as belonging rather to the list of beliefs, substituting for it (in
the fifth place) the jihad, or holy war.
2	For the influence of the traditions on Moslem jurisprudence, see
foot-note to p. 194.
3	The Koran is divided into one hundred and fourteen chapters, called
surahs, revealed piecemeal during a period covering twenty-three years.
The surahs are subdivided into verses, called ayat.    Each surah is
named, more or less arbitrarily, from some word contained in its text.
Equally arbitrary was the early arrangement—never altered by Mos-
lems—effected by placing the longer surahs first, the shorter last, and

